
                                           Selected Statutes of South Caledonia, a Fictional U.S. State  
                                                                Relating to Quarantine and Isolation 
 
 

 
 
South Caledonia Health & Safety Code (SCHSC) §  22.01  Definitions 
 
“Department” means the South Caledonia State Department of Public Health 
 
“Substantial imminent harm to the public” means an actual, imminent, and highly probable: (a) large number of deaths; (b) large number of incidents of serious 
permanent or long-term disability; or (c) substantial future harm to a large number of people in the state’s population. 
 
SCHSC § 22.30.  Authority to quarantine for communicable diseases 
 
The department may quarantine, isolate, inspect, and disinfect a person, animal, house, room, other property, place, city, or locality, whenever in its reasonable 
judgment failure to take the action would result in substantial imminent harm to the public. 
 
SCHSC § 29.775  Least restrictive means 
 
Whenever the department imposes quarantine or isolation in order to prevent the spread of a communicable disease, the method used must be by the least 
restrictive means necessary to prevent the spread of the disease to others. 
 
SCHSC § 121.40.  Procedure for quarantine of persons infected with tuberculosis  
 
No person shall be placed in isolation or quarantine for tuberculosis infection, or otherwise restricted with regard to movement, except by written directive signed 
and sworn by the department.  The directive shall specify: (a) the name of the person, (b) the date and time when the restriction shall commence and terminate, 
(c) the degree of communicability of the tuberculosis infection, and (d) a statement of the basis upon which isolation or quarantine is justified.   
 
No person shall be held in isolation or quarantine or otherwise restricted with regard to movement for tuberculosis infection longer than 48 hours, unless the 
department has filed a petition in a South Caledonia court of general jurisdiction for an order authorizing the continued restriction.  The court must hold a hearing 
on the petition within two business days of receiving it.  The court shall grant the petition and issue an order for restrictions if, by clear and convincing evidence, 
the person would represent an actual, real, and present danger to others if he or she were not restricted. 
 
The court shall appoint counsel at state expense to represent persons who are restricted under the provisions of this Act and who are not otherwise represented 
by counsel. 
 
South Caledonia Government Code § 2200.77  Emergency Powers of the Governor 
 
The Governor may declare an emergency, when, in his or her judgment, the health of the public is threatened by a disaster caused by natural forces or the 
unrestrained spread of a communicable disease, or by an act of terrorism. 
 
[Whenever the Governor declares an emergency, he or she] shall have the authority to … impose quarantine or isolation on a person or group of persons, or to 
take control of health care and educational facilities needed to respond to the emergency. 
 
South Caledonia Government Code § 2200.77  The Airport Authority of the Caledonias 
 
IV.  Whereas the Airport Authority of the Caledonias is an interstate compact between the state of South Caledonia and the state of North Caledonia, which has 
been approved by the legislatures and chief executives of both state and consented to by Congress by X001 Stat. 933 (1952). … 
 
The Airport Authority of the Caledonias is authorized to effectuate, establish, acquire, construct, maintain, and operate Airport X.  So long as any facility 
constituting a portion of Airport X shall be owned, controlled or operated by the Authority, no agency of either or both of the two states, or any political subdivision 
thereof, shall have jurisdiction over such facility nor shall any such agency have any jurisdiction over the terms or method of effectuation of all or any portion 
thereof by the Airport Authority.  However, the Authority may, through emergency rule, grant jurisdiction to an agency of one of the two states, or of a political 
subdivision thereof, for specific purposes.     
 
South Caledonia Attorney General Opinion, 2005 (cites omitted) 
 
“The powers of the State Police do not extend to the enforcement of a federal quarantine that is civil in nature. … [Additionally,] South Caledonia law specifies 
that ‘a locality police officer has no authority in civil matters,’ including federal quarantine enforcement.  Further more, South Caledonia law states that ‘no police 
officer of any locality shall have authority to enforce federal laws.’  …  In conclusion, in the absence of a state of emergency declared by the Governor, South 
Caledonia law does not authorize state and local law enforcement personnel to assist in the enforcement of a federally-ordered quarantine.” 
 



 
Fictional Federal Quarantine Laws 

 
 

 
[Disclaimer: The following fictional quarantine-related federal laws are drawn from real and proposed federal laws, state laws, model laws, and other sources.  All 
the laws below, although similar to existing or proposed laws, have been invented for the purposes of an educational exercise.  They are fictional and do not 
represent actual federal law.] 
 

STATUTES 
 
YY USCS § XXX  Regulations to control communicable diseases 
 
(a) CDC is authorized to make and enforce such regulations as in its judgment are necessary to prevent the introduction, transmission, or spread of 
communicable diseases from foreign countries into the States, or from one State into any other State …  
 
(d)(1) Regulations prescribed under this section may provide for the apprehension and examination of any individual reasonably believed to be infected with, or 
exposed to, a communicable disease and to be moving or about to move from a State to another State; or to be a probable source of infection to individuals who 
will be moving from a State to another State. Such regulations may provide that if upon examination any such individual is found to be infected or exposed, he 
may be detained for such time and in such manner as may be reasonably necessary. … 
 

REGULATIONS 
 
Chapter 0xx.  States and their political subdivisions may request CDC to take public health measures, issue temporary quarantine orders or quarantine orders. 
 

• Section 1xx.1.  CDC may take public health measures to prevent the spread of any communicable disease when CDC deems it necessary, 
whenever CDC determines that the measures taken by health authorities of a state or a political subdivision are insufficient to prevent the spread of 
the disease from one state to another. 

 
Chapter 1xx.0 
 

• Section 1xx.2.  Any airline operating flights on an international voyage destined for a U.S. port shall notify CDC of any deaths or illnesses on board 
as soon as they are made known to the aircraft commander. 

• Section 1xx.3.  CDC may detain and inspect aircraft when CDC determines that a threat of introduction or spread of communicable diseases into the 
United States exists. 

• Section 1xx.4.  CDC may require detention of any carrier and all things on board until the completion of public health measures, if CDC deems it 
necessary to prevent the introduction or spread of communicable diseases.   

• Section 1xx.5.  CDC may conduct screenings of arriving persons to detect the presence of ill persons. 
• Section 1xx.6.  CDC may temporarily quarantine arriving person(s) who CDC reasonably believes to be infected with or exposed to a quarantinable 

disease.   
 

o The temporary quarantine commences upon a written or verbal order, or upon actual movement restrictions placed on the person(s).  It 
ends 72 hours after it commences unless CDC releases the person(s) earlier. 

o The person(s) in temporary quarantine may be offered medical treatment, prophylaxis, or vaccination as deemed necessary by CDC to 
prevent the introduction, transmission, or spread of the disease.  The person(s) may refuse this, but remain subject to temporary 
quarantine. 

o Temporary quarantine orders may be served through personal service or through publishing the order in a conspicuous location. 
 

• Section 1xx.33. CDC may issue a quarantine order to arriving person(s) whenever CDC reasonable believes that the person is infected with or 
exposed to a quarantinable disease based upon, but not limited to, clinical, laboratory, epidemiologic, or other evidence. 

 
o The length of the quarantine shall not exceed the period of incubation and communicability for the disease, as determined by CDC.  
o Section 1xx.34.  CDC may order medical examinations and monitoring of arriving person(s) who CDC reasonably believes to be infected 

with or exposed to a quarantinable disease.  
o Section 1xx.35.  Upon the request of an arriving person under quarantine, CDC shall hold a hearing to review the quarantine order within 

one business day of the request.  The hearing shall be limited to genuine and substantial issues of fact in dispute.  CDC shall provide 
notice, a hearing officer, an opportunity for the arriving person(s) to authorize a representative to submit evidence concerning whether the 
person is infected with or exposed to a quarantinable disease, and such measures that CDC determines to be reasonably necessary to 
allow arriving person(s) in quarantine to communicate with their authorized representatives.  The hearing officer shall review the evidence 
of exposure or infection made available, then make a recommendation to CDC as to which arriving persons, if any, should be released or 
remain in quarantine.  CDC shall make a decision within one business day. 

o Section 1xx.36.  Person(s) in quarantine may receive care and treatment at the expense of CDC. 


